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WEATHER.

Rain tonight, slightly

fng 2 pm.: Highest. 50, at 3

Full report on page 18

colder,
morrow partl¥ cloudy; moderate shift-
ing winds, hecoming northwest. -
| Temperature for twenty-four hours end-

To-

p.m. yester-

day; lowest, 43, at 3 a.m. today. |
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ERMANY IS ASKED
IF UNDERSEA BOAT
ATTACKED SUSSEX

Formal Inquiry of Berlin Gov-
ernment a Step Toward
Positive Action.

PRESIDENT MAY SUBMIT
THE CASE TO CONGRESS

Disavowal by Germany Might Not}

SUSSEX CASUALTIES
NOT T0 EXCEED of

Persian Prince Believed to Be
Victim of Channel Steam-
er Disaster.

' AMERICAN WITNESS SAYS

" LIFEBELTS WERE ROTTEN
C. T. Crocker Also Criticises Conduct
of Some Members of the Ves-
sel's Crew.

Be Entirely Satisfactory |
to Washington. [ p.m.
_ company which operated
ARMAMENT ISSUE IS RAISED |steamship _
— total of casualties was not ex-

Putting Blame on Commander
Would Imply Inability to Make
Reliable Distinction as to

Status of Vessels.

| e
pected to exceed hity.

Persian Prince Probably Lost.
PARIS, March 28 —Prince Bahram of
the reigning family of Fersia, who was
the Sussex, i=

on board

The United States has inquired
of Germany, through Ambassador
Gerard, whether any of its sub-
the
channel steamer Sussex.

marines torpedoed British

Secretary  Lansing announced
after the cabinet meeting today
that it had been decided to make
such an inquiry, and later it was

learned that the inquiry had been

made. and in fact, probably is

already in Berlin. The present
status of the communication
that of an inguiry; it was not ad-
vanced to the stage of a protest

or a demand.

Immediate Break Unlikely.

While cabinet members declared the
=ituation grave thev tonk the position
that a break with Germany was not an
It

Germany

immediate prospect. was said, how-
that if

pedoing the Sussex a situation would

ever, admitted tor-

be brought about which would be most |

serious.
Cabinet members agreed that the de-

A (ms:»'--nn-‘r
| still unaccounted for.

| His father. Zilles Sultan, who is at
::\!'eamur at Nice, has telegraphed to the
| foreign office and to the
| railroad company's offices and as neither
i= able to give him any information he
he
given up hope regarding his son.

|
| Says Lifebelts Were Rotten.
DOVER, severe
criticism of the lifebelts on the cross-
channel steamer Sussex and of the con-
|-lucl of some of the crew of the vessel
was made by C. T. Crocker, an Amer-

in London

has declared that has practically

March 2R —Some

| ican surviver, at the inquest over the
bodies of two men and a woman who
lost their lives as a result of the ex-
plosion which damaged the steamer.

Mr. CUrocker said that after the ex-
plosion there seemed to be a panic, but
that it quieted down in & quarter aof an
hour. He saw =omne people trying fo
put on lifebelts, but the tapes broke, as
they were absolutely rotten. He put
helts on two woinen and the same
thing happened.
brought out new lifebelts. which were
better. The rotten ones were hanging
on the rails of the boat.

Boat Hanging in Air.

After the explosion, Mr. Crocker testi-
fied, he =aw one boat hanging from a
broken rope and people in the water.
One end of the boat was hanging in the
air and the other just touching the wa-

cimion - would depend much upon Ger-
many's reply to the American inguiry.
Should Germany deny that one of her |
submarines attacked the Sussex, the |
American government would reach its
conclusion from the evidence now being
coliected by
tives abroad.
Cabinet members said the decision to
make an inguiry of Germany was in line
with the policy of collecting all infurma-
tion before a decision was reached.
Should Germany admit the attack
but eclaim the submarine commander
exceeded his orders. oficials believed
that wouid be regarded ar evidence
that it was impracticable for subma-
rine eommanders 'o attempt to dis-
tinguish betwzen armed and un-
irmed vesse s
The possibility that
Sussex might lead to
earing up of the submarine issue
was discussed at the cabinet meeting

the attack on

Evidence Before Cabinet.

Al evidence thus far received rejat-

atic resenta-
e d!plr{rn.m\. LAty %% | or three of them were pulled out of the

| sea.

a general |

ter., There was a terrible rush for the
boats, which were overloaded, and some
persons had to be got out of them.
saw many persons in the water. to
whom rafts or ropea were thrown., Twn

In the fore part of the
Crocker saw many persons who had
been wounded and some were dead. He
assisted in giving aid 1o the injured.

Criticism of the Crew.

“Did everybhody behave well during
the accident,” the coroner asked of Mr
Crocker

“The crew.” replied Mr
| not appear very efficient.

veske! Mr

184

“Were there lifehoats enough for
all™’

“Yes '

At the close of Lthe inquest the cor-

g to the sinking of the steamship
Erglishman and the damaging of the |
=ussex by explosion, with American

zen= aboard w asnsembiled a4t the
=tate Pepartment for sybimission to the
" -1

While the evidence at hand indicates
at 't steamers were torpedoed with-
ol warning, with the probaile loss of |

one American lfe on the Englishman and |

injuries to several Americans on the Sus-
sex. President Wilson |s awalling with
deen concern receipt of positive proof.

1t i3 said that he i= seriously con-
sidering laving the whale sghmarines
kityation befors Congress personally

He certainly would take that step, it is
said. before making any move that
might lead to the breaking off of Jdip-
lomatie relations with Germans

Is Dus Today,

Herpstorfl

Ambassador

Armbassador
away for several dayvs,
turn today, it AP ted
he would consult with Se. retary Lans-
Ing over tis situation

Tt i= =tared author
German *ubmarine red 1}
whirh sank the Englishman
aged the Sussex, Germrany
avow the act, punish the
eommander. affer reparation and sat-
iafy the United States that the act was
in violation of instructions

and wWas

that if a

The esye thers seemed tn come
deawn tn the qu on of whether the
Washington government would be willing
ta aceept such a dedl 0 On the
other hand, if 1 e not deegted
L, ST proabable that
this go sroed to e
cop a te

rases of
mide  that
stroved hy

af

HHTE URANOWN o

SAW PERIL TO BANK.

Mayor Harrison Warned of Con-

whe has been |
was due 1o re- |

that |

torpedoes |
and dam- |
would dis- |
submarine

1 Dueens=town

oner =said
by

there he an
the government board of trade into
the acecigent and particularly the
!rmuna_r of the life preservers. The jury
of

would

into

returned @ verdiet tleath

| the ship being sunk by an enemyv tor-
pedao. :
tine of the bodles jdentified Mondan

was that of Giuseppe Caja, twentyv-nine |

| vears of age, whose passport had been
tssued at New York A card attached
too the passport shows that he was a
member of the New York-ltalian jour-
nalists’ Urnion.

U-BOAT DID NOT WARN

to Sinking of British
Vessel.

|

E LONDON, March 28, 4:20 p.m.

—Two American citizens, Arthur

 Mackenzie of Savannah and ‘l'om

= Pifer of Delawart, who were on

board the Dritish stecamer Man-

chester Engincer, have made affi-

davit- befare the American con-

i sul that the steamer was torpe- | finance department
b

doed without notice, .‘u't'-.r.“;;u tey | being

Central News dispatch  from

I'he

were

ad
|

today, mem-

{bers of her crew taken

]
taboard a tug

Submarine Is Blamed.

Central  MNews
Engineer

2ubmarine

e savs that the
| Muanchester torpedoed
Iny = It was firsr
| supposed that the vessel was nol badly

foundered while
tow

Manchester

wis
GGermat
damaged, but she
lmaking for port
The
measured
built
Manchester
rhester

0
sStearner
4,302
1302 nnd
Liners,

Engineer
She
was Owned
Limited,

luns gEross WwWas
by the

of Man-

in

cern’s Bad Condition. Says Witness,
FCHNAGO, March 28 famee R For-
Kan, cinuirman of the board of directors
of 1 Fir=t National Hank, ving
aped e ™ Tie rial of Willing trer
= Ul a month befor fail

- La Salle Sireet and
=y e ne f which wWus |
voeslident, hat he had warned Carter
b Fiareisor then maror of Chicage, |
LT the has i vcondition

! todag the bank was
no® precs tior =aid M
Vorga s nl Dy ey
$E OO Gy F115 000 n

sh on handd I had never seen such |
e butk stutement hefare |

NMr. Forgs: npared the husiness of

DA of a datry, with gond
TS &un Reneral run of
Business for swee! milk and bad lozns
far aour milk

1 think the Balie Street Bank «did
not  diser'inm betwern the sweet
apd the skimw milk, and got too
moch shimmed m * he saud

Alhert Fit couns«i for Mr. Lorimey

signed the witness whethes he had nor

decided to simliate the La Salle Street
Bana

“d you znat have the dea that the
l.a Ealle Btreer Nationz]l Bark would

nat he a help 'o the busine=s of ¢*hicazo

and decided tn eliminare it hefore it
did ary harm™”
“I may have It might have been

?l.hlt," was Mr. Forgau's reply.

Fenay Bridge Not Warned.

Hritish steamer Fenay
unarmed,
withou! warning, Says
statement i=sued Jast evening
Fenay Bridge was on a voyage from
Philadelphia for Hull The report of
her sinking was announced Sunday.

The Bridge,
tarpedoed
admiralty

‘Tha

whivh was was

MANGHESTER ENGINEER

| Two Americans Make Affidavits as|

LONDON. March 28, 12 :_:,_:,l | LON I 1\ ‘.\[art-h _’t\‘,— I hc' in-
_The Britich aveits of mcllantr_\- continues inactive before
) the | Verdun and even the notable ar-
Sussex <aid today thetillery fire reported for some dayvs

After a time the crew |

BRITISHNOWBEAR
BURDEN OF BATILE

Fighting on the Western Front
Shifts to St. Elai Sector,
in Belgium.

INFANTRY AROUND VERDUN
IS ENJOYING A RESPITE

Artillery Continues Active West of
the Meuse, But Is Silent
East of the River.

in the Vaux-Douaumont region
east of the Meuse has slackened.

The German guns have resumed
a heavy fire to the west of the
river. however, shelling the
French lines south of Malancourt,
the where the recent
(German took the
prince’s troops south to the edge
of the Avocourt from
which a new attempt to debouch

mn sector

drive crown

woods,

mav now be preparing.
Surprise Attack by French.

A surprise attack by the French in the

forest of Parroy, in Lorraine, 18 re-

ported by Paris, a German trench being

blown up, after which the attacking |
forces withdrew with some prisoners. i
“The British
day and took first and second line Ger-

of &40

infantry stormed Mon-

front
British official

trenches along #

Eloi,” says a

man
yards at St

communication issued last evening.

The text of the statement reads:

Official British Report.

“This morning, after exploding mines,
infantry of the Northumberland Fusi-

| liers and Royal Fusiliers assaulted the

| German
:full.\'
| trenches on

|
}

\taken prisoners,
I

5t SUCCESS- |
andl line
of some six hun-
vards Heavy casualties are
to have been caused 1o the
Twn officers and 168 men were

Eloi,
second

salient at
taking first
a front
dred

known
enemy.

“The artillery activity today has been
mainly confined toe thes neighborhood
of Angres, Wulverghem, St. Eloi and |

He Weiltje l

“Last night and today there has heen
muach mining activity. At La Boisselle
we succsssfiully  exploded mine. To |
south of Neuville-31 Vaast and near

a

| the

| Hohenzollern  redoubt there has been |
crater fighting tn which we were suc- |

| cessful !

|:-|m‘l

[ explosion. ™

|
Crocker, “did l
Some of them
| got champagne and the officers had
take it away. ™

inquiry |

through |

Oty In withdrawing we bhlew up the
| positinn

“There ha= been nothing elie of im-
portance on the remainder of the
froft |

|

| anly succeeded in reconguering the posi-

|

I

“Opposite Hulluch the enemy exploded
mines last night, damaging our trenches
CHUSIinE =omeé casuaities We are
established on the crater formed by the

Calm East of the Meuse.

PARIS, March 40 am —The
French official statement given out this
morning sayvs there no change in
the Verdun region during the night East
the Meuse all was calm and the

28,

11

Was

{ £4]
west of the river there were some artil-
lery squalls. !

The text of the communication reads |
as folinws: !
1o the

“Last night passed quielly
eaxt af the River Meuse There was
considerable activity on the part of :hg'
oppos=ins Torees 1o the west of the
Meuse tn rhe region of Malancourt, as
well as in tne Woevre sector at the
tont of the helghts of the Meuse

“In Lorraine, in the forest of Parrey,
we delivered a surprise attack on a po-
sition of the wmy, the occupants of
which were either killed aor taken pris-

BITTER FIGHTING ALONG
AUSTRO-ITALIAN FRONT

LONDOXN, March I8 —Bitter fighting is
again taking place along the Ausiro-ltal-
tan front The Austrians launched an at-
tack on Val Meccolo, taking a trench, but
in vounter attacks the Italian forces not

tion, but took Austrian trenches elsewhers
on the front, according to the current
Fome hegdguarters’ report.

RAID AGAINST SALONIKI
BY GERMAN AVIATORS

TaaNTH N,

March 28 —A s=emi-official
Salontki =ays that five
oplanes bembarded Saloniki
Monday An a result

dizspateh froan

CRerTan e

early of the raid

eighteen  civihians  were  killed and
twenty-one wounded, the latter includ-
ng & Greek officvial attached to the

he Germans lost two aeroplanes, one

brought down near Lake Amo-

tovi

RITISH EFFORTS.

Italian Commander-in-Chief Ex-

presses Confidence in Victory.
LONTHON, Murch 28
Count Cadorna, the

PRAISES_

Lieut. Gen
Italian commander-
tn-vhief. who has been visiting in Eng-
lan telvgraphed to
Earl Kitchener, the British war secre-

d, on hie departure

tary, a=s follows

“Traring my short stay 1 have heen
able 1o appréeciats the grand, the won-
derful effort Great Britain i= making

for the nobhle cause to which the allies
are devot Ing themseelves Your firm
belief in victory is also my own."

Airmen Raid Turkish Base.

LONIDON, March 28, 1.05 pm—A suc-
cessful aecrial raid on the Turkish ad-
vance baz=e at Bir-el-Hassanah, 100 miles
east of the Suez canal. Is reported in a
Reuter dispatch from Suez. The raid was
made by British airmen March 24 Forty
bombs were dropped on the Turkish camp,
which was= set on fire.  All the airmen re-

| than

lsubject

turned baﬁti,} :

RS NS

THE NEW PUZZLEE GAME, FINDING WVILLA:

Immediate Permission Asked

Of Carranza to Use Railways

Note, Requesting Early Reply, Being Prepared

by State Department to Be Forwarded to
First Chief at Quretaro Today.

A memorandum to Gen. Carranza pressing

for an immediate

1

|
|
§
|
|
|

\
|
|

FOR EARLY AGTION
ON SHIPPING BIL

President Also Urges Probe of
Conditions of Railway Trans-
portation and Legislation.

President  Wilson wrote

teply to the request for permission to use Mexican railroads in sup- Democratic Leader Kitchin of the

plying American troops in pursuit of Villa, was prepared today at

the State Department.

It will be forwarded to Queretaro probably late todayv, and be

delivered by Special Representative Rodgers to Gen. Carranza and

(ien. Obregon

Unnecessary to Wait for Protocol.
that
problem of supplying troops now more
the

pressing one and need not be delayed

The memorandum points out the

2nn miles from horder 18 a

for the protocol covering the general

tien. Carranza's suggestion as

madification and additions to the

of

to

draflt the protocol are stil]l under

consideration in the State Department
Ag considerable time may be required
to bring the agreement into final form,

the American government will ask that

the immediate gquestion of the use of
the Mexican Northwestern lines he
legnsidered separdately and at once
Adnnmsiration official: today were
taking steps to aid Gen. Funston in
overcoming difficulties met  with in

keeping open a 00-mile supply line to
the American forces In Mexico.

Latest official reports at hand indl-
cate that Gen. Pershing’'s advance base
the reglon of Il Valle and that

from the border shows conditrons to

_I.:— quiet and the excitement of the last

few days somewhat allaved We have
no dispatches indicating actual con-
flict between American =oldiers and any

forces of any Kind in Mexivo. The ex-
pedition 1=, of course, moving forward
and s=o lengthening the line of com-
mureation For that reason (en.
Funston has requested, and the de-
partment has purchased, two addition=-

Al autn fru SUUIpIEnt s,
fiftv-four carcs in all

“In addition to that fien, Funston
tells us that additional aeroplanes will
he of service, hoth i1 reconne
work and in carrying messages
the dadvance column to the base at Co-
lumbus.  Of the aeroplanes already
there two have heen idestroyed. Others
have need of replacing parts, but two
of them are in actual continuous serv-
bice The department is now negotiat-
ing for the purchase of additions] aero-

COmprizing

planes, but neither the number nor
Type has vet been determined Wire-
less vommunication 18 reported to be

II.Ill‘I"l'I‘.IIE"Tll. hecause “r TIIF‘ static cons=
ditions.  For this reason additional im-
portance 18 given to the request for
larger aeroplane facilities.

The Secretary said the destruction of
two army aeroplanes had not heen ex-
plained as vet 1o the department. Four
of the remaining six machines on the

Taiin horder were I.Illl'_iﬁ:!‘ repair, leaving only
Villa, who I3 reporte® to have got|two of t_llj;'- nrlgm;;ll eight in actual
! = _ | service. 16 army has plenty of skill-

through the network of Carranza|l.; ,iiators to operate the machines
troops, is far to the southward. that will be purchased, Mr. Baker add-
Secretary Baker issued this state- ;d- HT sald that while the Aero (‘lub

: i as volunieered the services of its mer

ment last night achines it :
and machines, the law forbade ac-

“All information the department has |ceptance. ’ g

SUGAR FIGHT FORECAST. |  DENIES ABUSE OF FLAG.

Senate Resolution Extending Pres-
ent Duty Until 1920 the Issue.

Reopening of the fight in the House
over the repeal of the free sugar clause
of tariff was forecast today as a
resylt of the action of the Senate
demperatic caucus last night in voting
43 to 7 to substitute for the House re-

the

peal resolution a resolution extending
the present duty of 1 cent a pound
until i The struggle 15 expected
to come wlhen the Senate proposal

which wad recommended hy demoerats
of the Senate finance commitiee is re-
turned to the House for concurrence,
Louistana senators lead the opposition
to the substitule, declaring that a four-

vear extension WwWas no assurance lo
cugnr growers and producers of Lhat
state, and tnat it would fatl to restore

aclivity 1o its sugar industry.

Petition for Review of Convictions.

W ;. Sitmpson, president, and I
Simpson, cashier of the American Na-
tinnal Bank of Caldwell, Tda, have pe-
titloned the Supreme Court of the
United States to review their conyic-
tion in the ldaho federal courts on an
indictment charging the latter with
fmproperly issuing a certificate of de-
posit on the bank, and the former with
abetting him. Fach {8 under sentence
tn five vears in the penitentiary under
the cunviction.

S

Berlin Says Grief Hoisted German
Colors Before Opening Fire.

BERLIN, March 2§,
Sayville —"The  British
semi-officially that
lry cruiser (GGr
wegian flag.”

by wireless
have stated
German Aauxil-
eif fired under the Nor-
SALE the (verseas News
Agency. It is stated by German au-
thorvities that the Grelf flew
mat flag before opening fire.

“Furthermaore, there no truth in
the Britesh report that a German suh-
marine was sunk when the Greif blew
herself up.”

to

the

the Ger-

is

The official British aceount of the
engagement which  resulted in the
sinkimg of the Greif and the British

auxiliary Alcantars said the Germans
fired. over Norwegian colors painted on
the side of the Greif.

Physicians Are Embassy Attaches.

BERLIN, via London, March 28—
Four American physicians, who have
bren designated as special attaches of
the embassy, have arrived at Berlin.
Thev ara Dr. T,
logis expert, and Dr. Alonzo . 1
food epecialist. both of the Univ

Mc*arthy, tubercu-

avlor,
rEity

of Penneylvania, and Dr. & V. Irwin
and Dr. J. P. Webhster, both of Jdohns
Hopkins University, Baltimore. They

will devete their attention exclusively
to prison camp inspection.

A

Honse today urging consideration
of the shipping bill and the reso-

lutian for the investigation of the

ance |
from |

conditions of railwav transporta- |

tion and lezislation.
re~clution was not mcluded in the
legi=lative program lid hefore the
democratic caucus last week.

Tha FPresident’s letter ta Mr. Kitchin

“ln considering the program of the
sesston there are two matters which
seem Lo me to stand out more promi- |
nently than the rest aE matters in
which time presses, even though they
should not he deemed 10 lake prece-

dence i intrinsic importance.

Trade Awaiting Solution.

“1t would seem as if the whole move-
ment of our trade and industry waited
on satisfactory solutions of our prob-

lems of transportation.

“That is the reason why It Seems to
me that the smipping bhill should bhe
pressel o AN eariy passage, and |
write today 1o express the hope that
the Senute joint re=solution No. 60 for

the nvestigation of the conditions of
transportation by railway may find an
early opening in the business of the
House for 11s consideration

“1 did not put this on the list of leg-
iglation which 1 suggested secause 1t
did not in my mind fall under the head
of legislation at all, but only of inci-
dental action Tor the purpose of laying
the groundwork for future legislation
at another session of the Congress.

Key to Successful Industry.

“The railways of the courtry are he-
commg more and more the Kev to its
successful industry, and it feems to me
of capital puportance that we should
lay a new groundwork of gctual facts
for the necessary future regulation. |1
Kroow
Iy Tair to the railroads=, and it sesms to
me that the proposed investigation is
the step towards the fulfillment of
that desire.

“I hope. that you will agree with
me that this important matter can be
disposed of without putting any spoke

in the wheels that we ares ‘ow trying
to make go around in the matter of
legislatinm.”

House Debating Immigration Bill.
the

Drebate on immigration hill was
resumed in the House today Only a
rew  unimportant  amendments  were

tacked onto the bill. Chairman Burnett
said he expected passage of the hill
tonight

Democrats Will Caucus Tomorrow.
House democrats will hold a caucps

night

policy

Lamorromn to determine the
pagty general subject of
government manuafacture of war muni-

A vall for the purp
today.

wn
o the

rioms,
=ued

HES WAR 18-

with par-
ticular reference to the project for a
government armor manufacture plant,
proposed in a bill already pessed by the
Senate and pow in the House naval
committee.

The caucus is

Alcohol Explodes: Starts Big Fire.

BOSTON, March 25 —An explosion in
a shipment of aleoholie spirits starteqd
a fire which destroyved 500 feet of one

of the Boston and Maine railroad
freighthouses with its contents yes-
terday, The loss is estimated at $150,-
oo,

to

The railroad |

that we will want to he absolute- |

SAYS NAVY WOULD
NEED 225,000 MEN

Would Be Required by U. S.
in War Time, Assistant Sec-
retary Roosevelt Asserts.

GERMANY’S COSTS LESS
TO BUILD AND MAINTAIN

Smaller Salaries Cited to House Com-
mittee as Factor in Lower
Expense.

A navy of a quarter of a mil-
lion men would be needed by the
States in time of war,
Assistant Secretary Franklin D,
Roosevelt today told the House
Declaring Iing-
naval had been
trebled since the war, Mr. Roose-
velt thi= nation probably
would need as large an increase

L nited

naval committee.

land’s force

said

I a war.

That the I'nited States navy Is not suf-
fictent to cope with a frst-class power
if the American policy is to protect all its
coast and possessions and relations with
pan-American countries, was Mr. Roose-
velt's opinion. ;

Comparing navies of this country and

Giermany. the assistant secretary de-
clared Germany’s costs much less to
build and maintain: alse Japan's. and

that larger salaries to American officers
acceount for a large part of the greater
expense as compared with the German
fleet.

Mobilization in 1812

I'nited States naval construction is
being “speeded up,” Mr. Roosevelt in-
sisted, as fast as possible. That the
Atlantic fleet mobilization in 1912 un-
der the last republican administration
was “a Joke' was also asserted by the
assistant secretary,

The assistant secretary declined to
discuss policy questions on the ground
tr_:at policy i=s solely within the juris-
diction of Secretary Daniels. He also
refrained from making a general state-
ment regarding naval needs, preferring
to be guestioned.

He indorsed the personnel board's rec-
ommendations to increase the Marine
'arps  He favored at least three brig-
adier generals, one for the fleet and one
each for the Atlantic and Pacific forces.

How German naval officers are arbi-
trarily retired by the *“blue envelape”
method was described by the assistant
secretary He doubted if this country
would approve such a plan. Returning:-to
men needed in case of war, Mr. Roosevelt
said :

Would Need 225,000 Men.

“Judging by the experience of Eng-
land, whose naval forces have increased
three times sinc® the war began, by
that standard we would need 225000
men case of war with a first-class
That would be the outside
a while, for the first six
months, depending on the number of
ships we would build and take inte
the servive for coast protection,

“We shouhl have to improvise a great
many ships, if we could get them, and
that would take many men.™

“Don’t vou think we ought to bring
our navy up to the full eficiency at
| this time”™" asked Hepresentative But-
| ler

*1 think the navy s fully
| Mr. Roosevell answered.

“I’o vou think the submarines are
capable””

“For certain purposes’

i “Could we getl eighteen ready in thir-
|ty days?”

| =1 don't think so."”

The assi=tant secrefary said the deal

“a Joke."

in
POWET .
hgure for

efficient,”

| would he to have every boat in full
commis=ion, but no naval power had
ever done S0

“The fleet will he that way some das

I think,” he added. “No nation has
ever kept on a war basis in timme of |
L peace”
| “an't vou thmk. in yview of world

!rr-rul1l|r||::-'. we ought to hring our navy
ito a war footing as far as possible?™
Jashed Hepresentative Roberts

Mr. Roosevell =aid that was a matter
for the State Department and Congress
to decide.

Salaries Cited as Factor.
Itepresentative Tribble
|zarding asscrtions that
{navy s twice as powerful and less ex-

ingquired re-
Germany’'s

pensive than America’s. Mr. Roosevelt
referred to statistics, indicating (Ger-
many and the United States had ex-

changed second and fourth places, re-

spectively, among the worlds naval

poOWers,

He said the smaller German expense
was partly due to higher salaries paid
I'nited States officers and also more
for subsistence. medical supplies, hos-
pitals, recruiting, scientific and other
purposes. Salaries alone were $29,000,-
N larger than the German.

“1t eosts less to build a ship in fGer-
many than here: the wage =scale i= only
50 or &0 per cent of that here,” he con-
tinued, The cnst of a battleship is
probably 20 per, cent cheaper in Ger-
'man_\ We have 1o pay twice as much
for repairs For ten vears Germany's
building program has been greater.
The reason Germany has gone ahead
of us is due parily to the faect that it
has ¢ost her less to build and maintain
her ships”

The =ame reason= for Japan's cheap-
generally obtain, Mr. Roose-

fT ONAVY
velt Said.

“1f we grant that defense includes
both ecoasts  the canal and our pos-

sessions, and maintenance of our rela-
tions with other American nations we
should have a fleet that could carry
out those policies.”

“Have we such a fleet now ™’

“Not i my opinion, against a first-
class power or a combination of naval
powers”’

The assistant secretary did not com-
plete his testimony this morning and
was recalled this afternoon,

SERIOUS RIOTS IN RUSSIA.

Stockholm Hears Large Numbers of
Workingmen Have Been Hanged.

BERLIN, March 28, by wireless tn
Sayville — "Dispatches from Stockhoim.”
says the Overseas News Agency, quote
the Russian newspaper Russkoye Slove
as announcing that riots among Russian
workingmen are increasing and gradu-
ally taking the form of terrorism.

“A large number of workingmen have
bheen arrested in Petrograd munition fae-
tores.  the newspaper asserts, and
thirteen workingmen were hanged. One
hundred men from the FPutiloff factories
and thirty from the Nobel works were
immediately sent to the front, the news.

paper adda.” ‘

SUPPLY PROBLEM
PRINCIPAL WORRY
OF GEN. PERSHING

Inability to Use Mexican Rail-
ways Seriously Hampers
Villa Expedition.

GEN. FUNSTON ASKS FOR
57 MORE MOTOR TRUCKS

Stores Are Now Being Sent 230
Miles Through Barren Waste
From Border Bases.

MAY HALT PURSUIT OF BANDIT

Because of Imperative Need of Lines,
Army Officials Hope Way Will
Be Fourid to Get Favorable
Carranza Answer.

FIELD HEADQUARTERS,

American Expeditionary Farce,
|Colonia Dublan, Chihuahua.
{March 28, by Wireless to Co-
lumbus, N. M.—Preparations for
closing in on Francisco Villa in
a quick cavalry drive were being
pushed forward rapidly today at
the field headquarters of Brig.

Gen. Pershing, expeditionary
commander.
EL PASO, March 28 —The

pursuit of Francisco Villa may be
hampered, if not actually halted,
unless Mexican railroads are
made available as the main line
of communication for the Ameri-
can army in Mexico.

Military men expressed that
view todav after studyving dis-
patches from the front that Villa
was still in full flight southward
and meeting with little if any op-
position.

The American forces are more
than 200 miles below the border.

Difficulties Are Increasing.

handit ad-
the

the already

mile the Mexican

into the

Every

VAnCce=s Interior increases
difficulties

attenuated line of American communi-

of maintaining
cations. Motor trucks are being rushed
to the army base at Celumbug, X, M, to
help keep up the necessary movement
of supplies 1o the field lwadqu’.\r!wrs at

a point near Casas Grandes,

Every effort is heing made to con-
tinue the line of transport in full oper-
ation over the rocky and sandy tralls
from Columbus until the e Tacto zov-
ernment Eives permission to gse th=

railroads.
There is much pessimi=m in a1my cif-

cles over the prospecis of capturing
Villa and it i=s felt that uniess he is
cornered within the week the banait
will have outrun his pursuers and 1

many months mas pass hefors
f their

hig band can be ferreted out
| hiding places in the mountains

Make No Mention of Villa.

Inspatches from  the
columns, pressing Vills
no mention of having come in
with any of the bandit's men
and there has
that

ing

s ke

advance M
clogely, m
vontact

Juarez continues gyiet
been a ol
trouble impends along the border

subsidence reports

The sound of shooting in the down-
| town section of K1 Paso early today
aroused lirtle attention, as the =treets

Five soldiers
the provost
fired the

were practivally deserted
were taken into custody by
guard, charged with having
ghots while intoxicato

Supply Problem Overshadows.

SAN ANTONIDY, Tex, March I8 —Tha
supply problem continues to overshad-
ow al!l other matters having to do with
the punitive expedition in Mexlco

Indications from Washington that
railroads will not be made available in
the immediate future came as unwei-
come news to department headguarters
Because of the imperative neesd
it haa been hoped by
officers that officials in Washington
would fitul a war of securing favor-
able answer from Gei. CAarranza

With the ratlroads to. him,
vjen. Funston faces the problem of =up-
plying tien iug's foree § A eon-
sidersahle period by motor
transportation and wagon

taoday.
for rail lines

closed

Long Trip for Motor Trucks.

This means he noust send great quan-

rities of supplies a Mistance of 2an
miles south of the honder in trucks
anid wagons through a country that is
a harren waste of =rnd
I « situatton he has
In order to meet the
w fi additions o
ce  for fiftv-seven additional me
L e GUE companies,

e already in oper-
aniex will
be pur-

i nf 10T 1r
;I!::lmund oo additional con
be added as quickly as cars
chased and sent 1o the baorder
(ren. Funston is expecting
Pershing giving the

n

dispaten
lat-

today from fen 1

est information concerning the pursut of
Villa According (0 unofficial  reports
American cavalrymen are Iwenty miles

behind the fleeing band

Alarming Stories Follow
Reports of a Bandit-Raid
on the C. E. Kelly Ranch

EL PASD, Tex., March I8 —~Thera
was a very noticeahle increase in the
tension along the border today fullow-
ing the reported raid last night on the
ranch of . E. Kelly, frfrmnr mayor of
El Paso, by Mexican bandits. The
ranch is thirty-two miles east of hare
and a mile and a half from the horder.
The alarm was given first hy L N
Barker, foreman of the Kelly ranch.

Barker said he sav anumber of gjpount.



